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ABSTRACT 

This report presents the Austin (Texas) Independent 
School District *s 1985 test results on the Texas Assessment of Basic 
Skills (TABS). It was administered to all third, fifth, and ninth 
grade students and to high school students not meeting ninth grade 
state-set mastery criteria, the minimum competency requirement for 
graduation. Results are presented as percentages of students 
demonstrating mastery of each objective. Exit-*level results also 
include the percentage of students mastering each test section 
(mathematics, reading, and writing). Mastery levels are not set for 
grades 3 and 5, so the average percentage of students demonstrating 
mastery on each objective is used as an overall score toi these 
grades. The results are presented in five attachments: (1) the 
Summary Reports for each grade, which also contain demographic data 
such as ethnicity and special program participation; (2) results by 
objectives, 1980-1985; (3) results of exit level mastery, by grade 
and year; (4) results by ethnicity and test area, 1980-1985; and (5) 
school comparisons, for 1985 by grade. This is the last year of TABS 
testing. In 1986, the Texas Educational Assessment of Minimum Skills 
(TEAMS) will replace TABS. (MDE) 
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FIGURE 1. 1985 TABS AT A GLANCE: PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS MASTERING EACH OBJECTIVE 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
TEXAS ASSESSMEtrr OF BASIC SKILLS, 1985 



AUTHOR: Maria Defino 

OTHER CONTACT PERSONS: Glynn L1gon, David Doss 



Since 1980, the Texas Assessment of Basic Skills (TABS) has been 
administered statewide in grades 5 and 9. In 1981, grade 3 was added. 
Mathematics, reading, and writing skills were measured at each grade 
level. This y^-r, 1985, was the last administration of TABS. Beginning 
in 1986, the Texas Educational Assessment of Minimum Skills (TEAMS) will 
be administered in grades 1, 3, 5, 7, 9, and to potential graduates 
beginning in grade 11. 



MAJOR FINDINGS: 



1. The majority of AISD students mastered TABS objectives in all three 
areas at all three grade levels. 

2. Fewer AISD students mastered TABS objectives in 1985 than in 1984. 

3. Across the Big Eight urban Texas districts, TABS mastery levels 
declined. 

4. The 1985 TABS appears to have been more difficult than the 1984 
edition. 

5. AISD's rank among the Big Eight remained relatively stable with four 
ranks improving, two remaining unchanged, and three falling compared 
to 1984. 

6. Across the six years of TABS administrations, mastery levels have 
increased. The greatest long-term gains were made by Hispanic and 
Black students. However, some of these gains were cut by 1984-to- 
1985 declines. 

7. The shifts in difficulty level of the TABS editions from 1980 to 1985 
cause considerable concern in interpreting mastery levels. (This is 
true for all :nree parts of tne test, but especially so for the 
writing portion of TABS). 
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TEXAS ASSESSMENT OF BASIC SKILLS 1985 
Background 



The Texas Assessment of Basic Skills (TABS) is a state-mandated test that 
also provides data for the information needs stated in the 1984-1985 
Evaluation Design for the State Compensatory Education Program, 

The TABS was administered in 1985 for the sixth consecutive year. It was 
administered to all students in graaes 3, 5, and 9 and to students in 
grades 10 through 12 who had not previously demonstrated mastery on the 
ninth-grade TABS according to state-set criteria. 

Testing was February 13 through 20. Scoring was done by National 
Computers Systems Information Services, a contractor for TEA, who 
provided Austin ISO the standard reports plus the data tape used by ORE 
to perform additional analyses. 

The TABS results in this report are presented as the percentage of 
students demonstrating mastery of each objective. In addition, 
exit-level results include the percentage of students mastering each 
section of the test (mathematics, reading, and writing). 

A mastery level has been set by the State Board of Education for the 
exit-level tests only. No mastery level has been established for grades 
3 and 5. However, this report uses the average percentage of students 
demonstrating mastery on each objective as an overall score at grades 3 
and 5. 

The mastery criterion set by TEA for exit-level mathematics and reading 
is 30 out of 44 possible correct answers, which is lower than the score 
identified in AISU as equivalent to a 9.0 grade equivalent (GE) on the 
Tests of Achievement and Proficiency (TAP). An equating study performed 
at ORE using TABS and TAP yielded a TABS raw score of 36 in mathematics 
and 36 in reading as equivalent to the ninth-grade minimum competency 
requirement for graduation. This was indicative of a somewhat higher 
level of difficulty than last year. 

Several changes are expected in the state required testing program for 
the 1985-86 school year. Among the changes are these: 1) the test will 
be called the Texas Educational Assessment of Minimum Skills (TEAMS); 
2) students in grades 1, 3, 5, 7, 9, and 11 will be requireo to take the 
test unless exempted by an ARD Committee decision; 3) the test will be 
more difficult, in terms of individual items as well as the overall test 
experience; 4) no writing composition will be included in the new 
exit-level test administered next year to students in grade 11; and 5) no 
retesting of grade 9 students who fail to meet the state criteria will 
occur. 
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HOW DID AUSTIN ISD STUDENTS PERFORM 
ON TABS IN 1985? 



This report presents Austin ISD student performance on TABS in 1985. 
The summary table on the inner front cover (Figure 1) shows the TABS 
objectives in increasing order of the percentage of students mastering 
each objective. 

Conparisons to Previous AISD Results describes findings about the TA^S 
difficulty level and relates this year's results to those of previous 
years. 

Attachment A presents the Summary Reports of all students in grades 3, 5, 
and 9 tested this year whose scores were valid. These reports indicate 
the number of students included in the summary and the percentage of 
these students mastering each objective in mathematics, reading, and 
writing. The Summary Reports also include demographic data such as: 

. ethnicity, 

. limited-English-proficient (LEP) students, 
. special education students, 

. participation in free and reduced-price meal program, 
. participation in Chapter 1 Regular and Migrant Programs, 
. participation in bilingual or ESL programs, and, 
. participation in state gifted/talented programs. 

Attachment B displays the percentage of students mastering each objective 
each of the years the test has been administered. 

Attachment C shows the percentage of high school students demonstrating 
state mastery each year the test has been administered. This information 
is broken down by grade level and by students taking the TABS for the 
first time and those being retested. 

A table indicating the percentage of students demonstrating mastery in 
each high school, as well as the ranking of the high schools, is 
indicated in this attachment. 

Attachment D is a summary by ethnicity including the students mastering 
the TABS objectives in grades 3 and 5 and the percentage of students 
demonstrating mastery of the test in grade 9. These results as well as 
the gains made from year to year are presented for Black, Hispanic, and 
White students. 

Attachment E presents the percentage of students at each campus mastering 
each objective at grades 3, 5, and 9, as well as the percentage of 
students mastering each objective who v/ere ^.t the same junior high for 
two consecutive years, and who took the TABS in grade 9 this year. 



9 



84.25 



Comparisons to Previous AISD Results 



Clearly AISO's 1985 scores are lower than the 1984 scores. Why? Three 
major factors must be considered in answering this question. 

. Students . Do our students have lower skills than those tested last 
yea?? Standardized achievement test results reported in 1984-85 
Student Achievement (publication number 84,58) indicate that student 
skills levels have changed little, but the changes are downward in 
grade 3 and upward in grades 5 and 9— just the opposite of the trend 
observed on TABS. 

. Instruction. Did our instruction wane such that TABS skills were 
not emphasTTed as much? The opposite appears to have been evident. 
More emphasis and effort was directed toward TABS skills this year. 

• Test Difficulty. Did the difficulty level of the tests increase? 
Yes-"th'<i 1Mb tests this year appear to have been more difficult. 
There were more difficult pilot items on this year's tests in 
preparation for next year's TEAMS tests. Although not scored, these 
extra difficult items made the tests longer and more of a challenge 
for the students. At grade 9, ORE'S annual equating study with TABS 
and TAP lour standardized achievement test) showed this year's TABS 
te'its to be more difficult by one item in mathematics and three 
items in reading. This means that the same student taking both the 

1984 and 1985 TAbS would be able to answer three fewer items on the 

1985 TABS in reading. 

Because the TABS increased in difficulty, it is inappropriate to compare 
directly our District's results with past years'. However, one compari- 
son we can make at this time is with the other seven urban districts that 
piake up the Big Eight (see the figures on the following page). 
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The long-term difference at grade 3 reflects a five-year change, as 
the TABS was not administered to third graders until 1981. At grades 
5 and 9, this is a six-year change. 



Figure 2: CHANGES IN THE PERCENTAGES OF STUDENTS MASTERING TABS 
OBJECTIVES OVER TIME FOR AISD AND THE BIG EIGHT URBAN 
DISTRICTS 
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As noted above, comparisons between this year's TABS results and tncse of 
previous years is questionable due to the changes in test difficulty. 
However, the following observations may be helpful, provided th'^s caution 
is borne in mind. 

. The six-year trend continues to be one of improved TABS performance, 
in contrast to the decrease which occurred from last year to this. 

The percentage of grade 3 students who maste'^ed each TABS objective 
increased for the second year in a row in mathematics, by one 
percentage point to 83%; decreased by four percentage points to 85% 
in reading; and decreased by two percentage points to 85% in writing. 

. Grade 5 iTiastery levels decreased by three percentage points to 76% 
in mathematics, by four percentages to 77% in reading, and by two in 
writing to 85%. 

. Grade 9 mastery levels on the tests were down by one percentage 
point in mathematics to 80%, by eight in reading to 78%, and by six 
in writing to 60%. 

. The writing scores traditionally have shown the most fluctuation 
annually due to scoring difficulties, past changes in scoring 
criteria, and annual changes in the topics students are to address. 
This year the criteria were the same as those used in 1984, and the 
writing scores showed less of a change in grades 3, 5, ard 9 than 
did the reading scores. Caution still must be used in interpreting 
writing scores, however. 

While all students tested generally showed decreased levels of 
mastery, minority students' performance soiretimes dropped more than 
those of their White peers— especially on the exit-level reading and 
writing tests. 

Changes to Anticipate in the State-Required Testing 

New legislation has been enacted which pertains to the state-required 
testing program. Among the main differences are these: 

. the name has been changed to the Texas Educational Assessment of 
Minimum Skills (TEAMS); 

. the *:est will be more difficult, 

. students will not receive diplomas unless they have passed both the 
mathematics and reading sections of the exit-level TEAMS at^TRe 
state mastery level ; 

. students in grades 1, 3, 5, 7, 9, and 11-12 will be required to take 
the TEAMS, but retesting will occur only for students in grade 11 
who naven't met the state mastery level (e.g., there will be no 
retesting of grade 9 students). 

^ 12 
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TEXAS ASSESSMENT OF BASIC SKILLS 

SUMMARY REPORT 

ALL STUDENTS 



DISTRKT* 227-»Pl AUSTIN ISD 



flEPOniDATE HAY 1185 
DATE OF TESTING FEBRUARY 1185 

GRADE OS 



BASIC 
SKILLS 
AREAS 



OBvlFCTIVES 



MASTERING mASTERINO 
NUMBER PERCENT NUMBER 



GROUP CHARACTERISTICS 



M 
A 

T 
H 
E 
M 
A 
T 
I 

C 

s 



l.READ AND WRITE UHOLE NUHBERS 
2. ORDER UHOLE NUHiERS 

"WSfrS^f^PFfiufiifRS 

5. SOLVE WORD PROiLEMS* - 
8. IDENTIFY FRACTIONAL PARTS 



S712 
2814 



3113 
34^2 

3843 
3742 
_3l4i_ 



8f 

47 



74 
87 



♦71 
1347 



2f7f 



92 
6f 
IB 



1170 
541 
^51 



TOTAL ENROLLMENT 4284 
Numb«rNol Ttsled 174 



71 



320 
441 



The following d«la nre btstd on 
NUMBER OF STUDENTS TESTED 



NUMBER 
4200 



PERCENT 
100 



1204 



STUDENTS TESTED* 4183 



ETHNIC COMPOSITION 
American Indian or AlasHan Native 
Asinn or Pacillc Islander 
BlacH 

HISpAlliC 

While 



1. IDENTIFY MAIN IDEA 
2. RECALL FACTS* DETAILS 

"HSfiou^^lffBiS DiiceTioNs 

5. RECOGNIZE UQRDS THROUGH PHONIC ANALYSIS 
8. RECOGNIZE WORDS BY SIGHT 



20 
lOO 
749 
1320 
1991 



2821 
3538 
-2145- 
407r 
3870 

3584 
3929 



48 

89 



98 
93 



1343 
428 

^1 



FREE/REDUCED PRICE MEAL PROGRAM 



1521 



84 

94 



92 
294 



CHAPTER I REGULAR PROGRAM 



445 



560 

237 



CHAPTER I MIGRANT PROGRAMS 
Liingu;)ge Arts Program 
Malhpiniilics Progiam 
Oial Lanpuago Develnpm<ini Program 
Eliqihto hill r>nt pnrMniinltitg 
Nfiltior cdgiblp iKjr par ticipn ling 



38 
0 
0 

53 
4109 



STUDENTS TESTED* 4144 



LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENCY 



254 



W 

n 
I 

T 
I 

N 
Q 



1. SPELLING 

2. PUNCTUATION 

SiCAPlTALIZATION 

^ n:oRR Ecr-EH5n5fru5A(jr 

5. SENTENCE STRUCTURE 



4034 


97 


122 


3301 


79 


855 




89 






8!^ 


409 


3294 


79 


840 



BILINGUAL / ESL PROGRAMS 
Bilingual Piogram 

English as a Sr^cond La.iyiMgc Program 



207 
29 



> 

X R, 



WRITTEN COMPOSITION 
ORGANIZATION OF IDEAS 
APPROP. RESPONSE TO TOPIC 
X R.S.OF 4 X R.S.OF 3 

1 8 
HANDWRITING 
X ACCEPTABLE X HARD TO READ 

99 0 
STUDENTS TESTED* 4154 



S.OF 
41 



2 X 



R.S.OF 
29 



1 X 



R.S.OF 
1 



SPECIAL EDUCATION 
Lrtaindiq DNibility 
Emotioii.Hly DnluibCfl 
;;|)rrrh Han«Jlcapp«d 
Visually Handicapped using braiilo test 
Visiiatly f (andicappftd using latge print lesl 
Visually HniidicapixHl using regular lesl 
Othnr hnndicnppinfl condition 
NOM ^(>pmqI {Hlucation ^lud'mts 



174 
34 
89 
3 
2 
1 
17 
3919 



X ILLEGIBLE 
0 



X NOT RATABLE 
1 



STATE GIFTED/TALENTED PROGRAM 



598 



0 

2 
18 
31 
47 



34 



11 



1 
0 
0 
1 
98 



4 
1 
2 
0 
0 
0 
0 

J3 
14 
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TEXAS ASSESSMENT OF BASIC SKILLS 

SUMMARY REPORT 

ALL STUDENTS 



DISTRICT* 227-»0I AUSTIN ISD 



nEPORTDATE MAY 1185 
DATE OF TESTING FEBRUARY 1185 
GRADE 05 



BAStC 

SKIILS 
AREAS 


OOJrCIIVES MASIfMlNO MASIFIIING 

NUMBER PERCENT NUMBER 


GROUP CHARACTERISTICS 


M 
A 
T 
H 
E 
M 
A 
T 
1 

C 

s 




TOTAL ENROL LMPNT 4191 
Number Not Ttsltd 120 


5. MULTIPLY ^LE NUMBERS 3174 7f 832 

-^JS^iMH-MKr- n\i—^ 111- 


Ttw rotitnving iira on NUMBER PERCENT 
NUMBER OF STUDENIS TESTED 4031 100 


8. SOLVE UORD PROBLEMS' x» ♦ 2^35 if 1573 


ETHNIC COMPOSITION 
Aiiierlcan Indian or Aloskan Native 12 0 
A^iftn or pKilic itliiiNier 93 2 
BlACk 803 20 
Hispanic 1188 29 
Whita 1935 48 


7ft!HS'isf«»?fe^^**"*^ m — H — i§r 

11. IDENTIFY EQUIVALENT FRACTIONS 21f8 55 1811 
12. ORDER UHOLE NUMBERS 3588 fl ^21 
STUDENT? TCSTliD' ^118 


R 
E 
A 
D 
1 

N 
Q 


1. IDENTIFY MAIN IDEA 2^96 «3 IhU 
2. RECALL FACTS. DETAILS 2997 75 995 

^MSxIX^pIgT. m.H-»Cl HH— H M 


FREE/REDUCED PRICE MEAL PROGRAM 1324 33 


CHAPTER 1 REGULAR PROGRAM 352 9 


5. DRAM CONCLUSIONS 2527 «3 Hi5 


CHAPTER 1 MIGRANT PROGRAMS 
LuiRuao* Arts Program 4 0 
Mulbefnatlcs Program 0 0 
OrHl LanQuage Development Program 0 0 
Eligible but not perilcipaling 13 0 
Neither eligible nor parlicipaling 4012 100 


-w;»g{im m—ii — w 

8. U^E IHr.ex 3510 88 ^92 

9. USE m^Sf CHARTS 3949 89 447 


rrf.FOlLOU fifclTTCH DIRECTIONS J??l if jir 

11. IDENTIFY CHARACTER FEELINGS 3218 81 782 

STUDENTS TESTED! 3992 


LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENCY 203 5 


BILINGUAL / ESL PROGRAMS 
Bilingual Program 139 3 
English ai a Second Language Program 29 1 


W 
R 
1 

T 
1 

N 
G 


1. SPELLING 3908 98 82 

2. PUNCTUATION 2541 44 1429 

3. CAPITALIZATION 99SS 89 497 


rrrCORRECT-EHOLlSH USAGE Uii 73 i?!" 

5. SENTENCE STRUCTURE 3398 85 992 
4. C0I1M0NLY USED FORMS 34^4 91 344 


SPECIAL EDUCATION 
Lenrnlng OiMbillly 197 5 
tmnltonnlly Dilturbed 35 1 
TirfotKh Hflnrticnppod 54 1 
Visually Hftndlcappcd (istng braiilf te^t 1 0 
Visiiflliy Handicapped using large print test 0 0 
Vi^natly Handicapped t)9lng regular lest 0 0 
Olii»r hflr*(iicappii»g condition 3 0 
Noh Rpnrial rduCAtiOn students 3780 94 


WRITTEN COMPOSITION 
ORGANIZATION 0 ' IDEAS \ 
APPROP. RESPONSE— PURPOnE/AUDIENCE / 

X R.S.OF 4 X R.S.OF 3 X R.S.OF 2 X R.S.OF 1 X R.S.OF 0 

2 22 53 22 1 
HANDWRITING 

X ACCEPTABLE X HARD TO READ X 11 LEGIBLE X NOT RATABLE 

0 0 1 
STUDF IS TESTED' 3990 


STATE GIFTED/TALENTED PROGRAM ^42 11 



15 



TEXAS ASSESSMENT OF BASIC SKILLS 

SUMMARY REPORT 

ALL STUDENTS 



DISTRICT! 227-fOl AUSTIN ISD 



REPORT DATE MAY 1185 
DATE OF TESTING FEBRUARY 1989 
GRADE 09-EXIT LEVEL 



UASIC 
SKILLS 
AREAS 



OnjECTIVES 



NOT 

MASTERING MASTERING 
NUMBER PERCENT NUMBER 



GROUP CHARACTERISTICS 



M 
A 
T 
H 
E 
M 
A 
T 

C 
S 



1. ADD/SUBTRACT WHOLE NUMBERS 

2. MULTIPLY/DIVIDE WHOLE NUMBERS 

9. USE DECIMALSi ^, 4- 

"^ttFrSfSF^DotlK^'AMOUNTJc^ CHANGE 
8. USE MEASUREMENT UNITS 

11. READ. INTERPRET CHARTS/GRAPHS 

STUDENTS TESTEDi ^823 TOTAL MATHEMATICS* 



4999 
4391 
35B9 



3391 
3893 

4310 
3829 
2428 



4270 
4944 

3878 



228 
432 



1432 
930 

ziij 

513 
998 

.^1 



TOTAL ENROLLMENT 



Number Not Tested 



9989 
704 



The following data are based on 
NUMBER OF STUDENTS TESTED 



NUMBER PERCENT 
4881 100 



953 
299 

949 



ETHNIC COMPOSITION 
American Indian or Alaskan Native 
Asian or Pacific lalander 
Black 
Hispanic 
White 



11 
110 
911 
1160 
2689 



0 

2 
19 
24 
99 



W 
R 
I 

T 
I 

N 
G 



1. IDENTIFY MAIN IDEA 
2. SEQUENCE EVENTS 

9. DISTINGUISH FACT. NON- 



FACT 



8. FOLLOW WRITTEN DIRECTIONS 
9jUSE PARTS OF BOOK 

11. USE MAPS, CHARTS 

STUDENTS TESTED* 4816 



3939 
3318 

3964 
3463 
3909 



3379 
4942 



4293 
4039 

TOTAL READING* 3773 



1. SPELLING 

2. PUNCTUATION 

. 3. C APITALIZATION 

"TT^ORRECr-EHGLISH USAGE 

9.SENrENCE STRUCTURE 

6. COM M ONLY USED FORMS 



4419 
4008 



3582 
4104 
4245 



1277 
1498 

UflJlJ 
1252 
1353 



FREE/REDUCED PRICE MEAL PROGRAM 



669 



14 



CHAPTER I REGULAR PROGRAM 



1441 
274 
-1213. 



563 

777 

1043 



CHAPTER I MIGRANT PROGRAMS 
Language Aili Program 
Maihematica Program 
Oral Language Oevelopnient Program 
Eltqihkt but not participating 
Neitlwr eligible nor paitlcipattng 



2 
0 
0 
0 

4879 



0 
0 
0 
0 

100 



396 

807 

T233 
711 
370 



LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENCY 


94 


2 


BILINGUAL / ESL PROGRAMS 






Bilmqiial Program 


1 


t 


Enyhnli as a Second Language Program 


73 


1 



WRITTEN COMPOSITION 
ORGANIZATION OF IDEAS I 
APPROP. RESPONSE— PURPOSE/AUDIENCE f 

X R.S.OF 4 X R.S.OF 3 X R.S.OF 2 X R.S.OF 1 X R.S.OF 0 

1 8 92 37 2 

HANDWRITING 

X ACCEPTABLE X HARD TO REau X ILLEGIBLE X NOT RATABLE 

99 0 0 1 

STUDENTS TESlEDi 4815 TOTAL WRITING* 2871 60 1944 



SPECIAL EDUCATION 
LeArnInq Disability 
Emotionally Oisturbftd 
Spcorh MarHlicapped 
Visually Handicapped using braille lent 
Vixtinlly Handicapped using large print (est 
Visunlly Handicapped ustng regular test 
Other handiCApping condilion 
Non sf)ecial education students 



294 
36 
11 
0 
3 
0 
7 

4982 



9 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
94 



STATE GIFTED/TALENTED PROGRAM 



lb 



ERIC 



84.25 



ATTACHMENT d 
TABS 

Also Results by Objectives 
1980 - 1985 

. GrcJes 3, 5, and 9 

. Mathematics, Reading, and Writing 



17 

B-l 



84.25 



Read/Hriie 



Order I 




Add f 




Subtraci t 




178 



♦ - Md ProbI 



ItllMlllllillllllllllllllliiill 



•4 

•7- 
•7! 
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FIGURE 1, PART 1. MATHEMATICS GRADE 3 

PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS MASTERING OBJECTIVES 
1981 THROUGH 1985. 



^ 1982 



I — I 1983 



1984 



1985 



Code 
Read/Urite 
Order # 

Add # 

Subtract # 
+ - Wd Prob 



Objective 



Read and write four-digit numbers (word or 
numerical form) 

Arrange a group of three whole numbers from the 
greatest to least and least to greatest (up to 
three digits) 

Find the sum of one-, two-, or three-digit 
numbers, with two or three addends, with or 
without regrouping 

Subtract numbers having as many as three digits, 
with or without regrouping 

Solve word problems involving addition or 
subtraction of whole numbers 



ERIC 



B-2 



18 



84.25 



Patterns 

Multiply 
Fract ionst 




92 




7Q 





IttlKllllllllllMIIII 
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61 



Money 




Measurest 



MMnntMiitniiiiiiMiiMMHiiiiij^iriiMiiiiiiniiiLuiniiiiiiiniiiiii^ 



1 71 
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FIGURE 1, PART 2. MATHEMATICS GRADE 3 

PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS MASTERING OBJECTIVES 
1981 THROUGH 1985. 



Code 
# Patterns 
Multiply 
Fractions 
Money 
t^asures 



□ 1983 



1984 



1985 



Objective 



Complete number patterns involving multiples of 
two, three, four, five, and ten 

Find the product of two one-digit numbers with one 
factor less than six 

Write a fraction to tell what part of a whole is 
illustrated, using halves, thirds, or fourths 

State the value (up to $5.00) of a given set of 
coins and bills 

Select the unit of measurment needed to determine 
weight/mass, liquid volume, length, and time 



ERIC 



la 



B-3 



84.25 



I it 



H^in Idea 



acis/Deiail 




pi 



Dir#ction» 



Qfi 



397 
]97 
197 
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FIGURE 2, PART 1. 



READING GRADE 3 

PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS MASTERING OBJECTIVES 
1981 THROUGH 1985. 



B 1982 
r~l 1985 
IIBI-1984 



1985 



Code Objective 
Main Idea Identify the main Idea 

Facts/Detail Comprehend accurately the details In a reading 

selection 

Sequence Arrange a list of events In sequential order 

Directions Follow a set of written directions 



B-4 20 



84.25 




FIGURE 2, PART 2. 



READING GRADE 3 

PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS MASTERING OBJECTIVES 
1981 THROUGH 1985. 



E 1982 



□ 1983 



198* 
1985 



Objective 

P^'o^^cs Recognize words through phonic analysis 

Context Clue Use context clues 

Wd Structure Use word structure to identify words 

Sight Words Recognize words by sight 




B-5 



21 



84.25 



I 



1 9' 



Spelling^ 



nilllllinillMlinniinUIIMIIIKIIIIMIIIIIMIMIirillllllllllMHMIIIMnMlllilllililMIMIIiMiinilllMllllllliMIIIIIIM 



J«7 



Punctuation 




iiiniiiniiiiniinM[iiiitiiiiitti;iiiiiiiiiiiniiiti)iiiMii[)iiiiiuiiniiiiiiiiiiMiutmumniiinMMiiiiin 



179 



Capitalizing 



iiiiiiiiiniiiiiiinTfnmTTTmi« 



Utag* 



391 
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FIGURE 3, PART 1. WRITING GRADE 3 

PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS MASTERING OBJECTIVES 
1981 THROUGH 1985. 



^ 1981 



d] 1982 



l~1 1983 



198i 



1985 



Code 



Objective 



Spelling 

Punctuation 
Capital izing 

Usage 



Demonstrate the correct spelling of commonly used 
words (e.g., Dolch word list) 

Demonstrate knowledge of standard punctuation 

Demonstrate knowledge of standard use of 
capitalization (only first word in a sentence, 
pronoun "I," and names of persons) 

Demonstrate knowledge of correct English usage 
(past or present tense, subject and verb, regular 
and irregular verbs) 



ERLC 



22 



B-6 



84.25 



17: 



Sentences 

Conposilion 
Handwriting 




49 
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FIGURE 3, PART 2. WRITING GRADE 3 

PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS MASTERING OBJECTIVES 
1981 THROUGH 1985. 



m 1982 



□ 1983 



1984 



1985 



Code 



Objective 



Sentences 
Composition 



Handwriting 



Identify a complete sentence 

Organize ideas in writing (sequence events, ideas, 
or other information) 

Respond appropriately to the topic specified in 
the stimulus 

Use legible handwriting for effective communication 



ERIC 



B-7 



23 



84.25 



Geo Term 



Place Value 




lUlitHIII^MIIlllllHimi 



I** 



Add I 



17. 
□ 99 



191 



Subiraci I 



• 1 



Hulii pi y 



Divide 
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FIGUPxE 4, PART 1. MATHEMATICS GRADE 5 

PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS MASTERING OBJECTIVES 
1980 THROUGH' 1985. 



Code 

Geo Term 
Place Value 
Add # 

Substract # 

Multiply 

Divide 



^ i98e 



□ 1982 



1983 



Objective 

Identify by name geometric terms and figures 

Demonstrate the ability to interpret place value 

Add a column of numbers where regrouping is 
required 

Perform subtraction using whole numbers with 
regrouping 



Multiply a whole number less than 1,000 by a whole 
number less than 100 where regrouping is necessary 

Find d quotient with or without remainders 



1984 



1985 



ERIC 



B-8 



24 



84.25 



♦ -Hord Prob gg 
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x^'Hopd Ppob 



19 



WW 
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Graphs 



f1 




91 



Fract 
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ions 




■MS" 



Ord*r I = 




Code 
+ - Wd Prob 

X T Wd Prob 
Measures 

Graphs 
Fractions 
Order # 



MATHEMATICS GRADE 5 
PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS MASTERING OBJECTIVES 
1980 THROUGH 1985. 

Objective 



□ 1982 



1983 



1984 



1985 



Solve word problems involving addition and/or . 
subtraction using whole numbers and/or decimals 
involving money 

Solve word problems involving multiplication and 
division of whole numbers 

Select the unit of measurment needed to determine 
weight/mass, liquid volume, length, temperature, 
time 

Read and interpret mathematical information 
displayed on graphs 

Use pictorial models to identify equivalent 
fractional parts of objects or sets of objects 

Arrange a group of whole numbers from largest to 
smallest or from smallest to largest 



ERLC 



B-9 



2o 



84.25 



Main Idea 




Facls/Delaii 



iiKinirnnii iiiiiihiHMitiiuiuuiri)iiniii;uMiiiiiiiiiiiii(innMiiMiiiiiMiiMniniiniiMiiiMiiniHiiiniiiiinii»niin 



Sequence! 



llii>i(n1iiiiiiiniip%tJ«Mriitii4liiiitiiiuii 



Fac/Non'Faci| 



Conclusions 
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FIGURE 5, PART 1, 



Code 



READING GRADE 5 

PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS MASTERING OBJECTIVES 
1980 THROUGH 1985. 



Objective 



^ 1986 



□ 1981 



□ 1982 



1983 



1984 



1985 



Mam Idea 

Facts/Detail 

Sequence 

Fac/Non-Fact 

Conclusions 

Pred Outcome 



Identify the main idea 

Recall specific facts and details 

Arrange a list * events in sequential order 

Distinguish between fact and non-fact (opinion) 

Draw logical conclusions 

Predi:t probable future actions or outcomes 



ERIC 



B-IO 



26' 



84.25 



Conlexl Clu 




Use Index 




flaps/ChirisE 



HINIMIHMMniHIMIIMMMUlM 
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D«7 
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"M 



Direct ions 



2 97 



IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIHI 



Id Character 



•a 
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FIGURE 5, PART 2. READING GRADE 5 

PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS MASTERING OBJECTIVES 
1980 THROUGH 1985. 



Code 



Objective 



^ 1986 



I I 1982 



1983 



1984 



1985 



Context Clue 
Use Index 
Maps/Charts 

Directions 
ID Character 



Use context to understand the meaning of words 

Use an index to locate information 

Use maps and charts, graphs, and schedules to get 
information 

Follow a set of written directions 

Explain and relate tn the feelings and emotions of 
characters 



B-11 



27 




Punctuation 



Capi tal izing 




□•ft 
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FIGURE 6, PART 1. WRITING GRADE 5 

PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS MASTERING OBJECTIVES 
1980 THROUGH 1985. 



^ 198e 



E3 <58» 



[~l 1982 



1983 



1984 
1985 




Code Objective 

Spelling Demonstrate the correct spelling of commonly used 

words 

Punctuation Demonstrate a knowledge of standard punctuation 

(only period at end of sentence, question mark at 
end of question, comma between day and year, city 
and state, words in a series, and apostrophe in 
contractions) 

Capitalizing Demonstrate knowledge of standard uses of 

capUal ization (only first word in a sentence, 
pronoun "I," name of persons, days of week, and 
months] 

Usage Demonstrate knowledge of correct English usage 

(subject/verb agreement, correct form for all 
regular verbs, commonly used irregular verbs, "to 
be," and correct form of "a" and "an") 

28 



84.25 



Sentences 

Common Formsi 
Conposilion 
HaindMr i ting 
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IGURE 6, PART 2. WRITING GRADE 5 

PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS MASTERING OBJECTIVES 
1980 THROUGH 1985. 



3 1931 



I — I 1982 



1983 



198i 



1985 



Code 
Sentences 
Common Forms 
Composition 

Handwriting 



Objective 



Demonstrate the ability to control sentence 
structure 

Demonstrate the ability to complete commonly used 
forms (e.g., library card) 

Organize ideas in writing 

Respond appropriately to purpose and audience in a 
given writing situation 

Use legible handwriting for effective communication 



ERLC 



B-13 
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84.25 



ftdd/Subtrtci ggggg 



Nult/Div 



♦-x-t-Ppoblens 
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tninintMriitiiiiM)iMii)iniiiiiiinitiiiMiiiiMtt(:i)HiiniiniMMMiiniHiiMiiiMiinniiiiiiii MiiiiiHiMMiHiirMiniH>iiii 
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Finan Prob 
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FIGURE 7, PART 1. MATHEMATICS GRADE 9 

PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS MASTERING OBJECTIVES 
1980 THROUGH 1985. 



Code 



Objective 



vm i98e 



EE] 



I — I 1982 



1983 



1984 



1985 



Add/Subtract 
Mult/Oiv 

+ - X T Problems 
+ - X Fractions 

+ - X T Decimals 

Finan Prob 



Add and subtract whole numbers where regrouping is 
required 

Multiply and divide whole numbers 

Solve problems using the basic operations 

Add, subtract, and multiply fractions and mixed 
numbers 

Add or subtract, multiply, and divide decimal 
fractions 

Solve problems involving income, banking, cost 
comparisons, and taxes 



ERIC 



B-14 
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Honey/Change 



Measures 



Rdiio/Prop/% 
Dis/LoctNap 
Charts/Graph 
Total 






IK 


iiiiiiiiiii mil 111 iiui till Mill 1 ri 1 Miti 1 1 1 IP iiii^iiiniiiMini Ml 


1 II iiiiiii It 111 
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FIGURE 7, PART 2. MATHEMATICS GRADE 9 

PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS MASTERING OBJECTIVES 
1980 THROUGH 1985. 



Code 
Money/Change 
Measures 
Ratio/Prop/% 
D1s/Loc:Map 
Charts/Graph 
Total 



Objective 



B 1981 



□ 1982 



1983 



1984 



1985 



Determine total dollar amounts and/or correct 
change from a specified amount 

Use the basic operations to solve problems 
Involving measures 

bolve problems Involving ratios, proportions, and 
percents 

Use maps to determine approximate distances or 
locations 

Read and Interpret mathematical Information from a 
chart or graph 

Total test mastery 
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flain Idea 



Sequence 



Cause/Effect 



Evai Info 




Fac/Non-Fact 



Concius lont 
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FIGURE 8, PART 1, 



Code 



READING GRADE 9 

PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS MASTERING OBJECTIVES 
1980 THROUGH 1985. 



Objective 



^ 1986 



m 1981 



□ 1982 



1983 



1984 



1985 



Main Idea 
Sequence 
Cause/Effect 
Eval Info 

Fac/Non-Fact 
Conclusions 



Identify the main Idea 

Arrange a list of events In sequence 

Perceive cause-and-effect relationship 

Evaluate and make judgments on the basis of 
Information given 

Distinguish between fact and non-fact 

Make Inferences and draw logical conclusions 



ERIC 
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Generalizing 



Directions 





U»e Bk P&ri9 




ReferencingE 



Haps/Charts 
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FIGURE 8, PART 2. 

Code 
General izing 
Directions 
Use Bk Parts 

Referencing 

Maps/Charts 



20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 1 



READING GRADE 9 

PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS MASTERING OBJECTIVES 
1980 THROUGH 1985. 



Objective 



^ i98e 



23 1981 



□ 1982 



1983 



1984 



1985 



Arrive at a generalization from a given series of 
details and/or assumptions 

Follow written directions involving subordinate 
steps 

Use the various parts of a book as aids in 
locating information (e.g., title page, table of 
contents, preface, and index) 

Use various sources as aids in locating 
information (e.g., dictionary, telephone book, 
encyclopedia, newspaper) 

Use graphic sources to get information (e.g., 
tables and lists, charts and graphs, maps and 
globes, pictures and diagrams, scale drawings, 
transportation schedules) 



Total 



ERIC 



Total test mastery 
B-17 
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Punctuation 



Capitalizing 
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FIGURE 9, PART 1. WRITING GRADE 9 

PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS MASTERING OBJECTIVES 
1980 THROUGH 1985. 



^ 1980 



m net 



□ 1982 



1983 



198* 



1985 



Code 



Objective 



Spelling 

Punctuation 
Capital izing 

Usage 
Sentences 



Demonstrate the correct spelling of commonly used 
words 

Demonstrate knowledge of standard punctuation 

Demonstrate knowledge of standard uses of 
capital ization 

Demonstrate knowledge of correct English usage 

Demonstrate the ability of control sentence 
structure 
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FIGURE 9. PART 2. 



WRITING GRADE 9 

PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS MASTERING OBJECTIVES 
1980 THROUGH 1985. 



^ 1980 



E) 1981 



□ 1982 



1983 



1984 

1985 



Code 



Objective 



Common Forms 
Composition 

Handwriting 
Total 



Demonstrate the ability to complete commonly used 
forms 

Organize ideas in writing 

Respond appropriately to purpose and audience in a 
given writing situation 

Use legible handwriting for effective communication 
Total test mastery 
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ATTACHMENT C 
TABS 

Exit-Level Mastery 



ERLC 
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84.25 



STUDENTS DEMONSTRATING EXIT-LEVEL HASTERY 



The exit-level mastery criterion established by the state for the TABS is 
30 of 44 items (68%) answered correctly. For writing, students must 
score at least a 2 on the writing composition (0-4 scale) and answer 
correctly at least 15 of the 24 multiple-choice items. 

The mastery criterion established by the state is lower than that 
established by Austin ISO for high school graduation. A minimum of 36 
correct items in mdUiemutics and 36 in reading is required for AISD 
graduation competency. Therefore, a student may master the TABS by state 
standards but still need to demonstrate a higher achievement level for 
graduation from AISD. This will no longer be the case with the state 
test, TEAMS, in 1985-86. Revised requirements are being developed by the 
District regarding graduation, to reflect the changes in state-required 
testing. 

Figure C-1 shows the percentage of students in grades 9, 10, 11, and 12 
mastering each section of the TABS, each of the years in which the tests 
have been given. Figure C-2 shows the percentage of students at each 
high school mastering each arp-^ ^f the TABS this year. Mastery of 
individual objectives by high school students is presented in the last 
section. The campus comparisons also include the percentage of students 
in grade 9 this year who were in the same junior high during 1981-82 and 
1982-83 and who mastered the TABS objectives. 

The goals of the State Board of Education are to have 85% of the 
exit-level students mastering mathematics and reading by 1983 and 85% 
mastering writing by 1985. 

An examination of the percentage of students mastering the mathematics 
and reading sections of TABS shows that: 

. For the first time since the TABS has been administered, grade 9 
mastery in mathematics decreased. For the second time since 
1980, the reading mastery at grade 9 decreased. The change from 
last year represents the largest decrease in reading observed to 
date in AISD. 

. The percentage of first-time tested students mastering the TABS 
(all three content areas) continues to be higher than the 
percentage of retested students mastering the tests, as it has 
been every year since 1981. 

. The mastery level of exit-level students tested for the first 
time is one percentage point below the 1983 goal in mathematics, 
five percentage points below the 1983 goal in reading, and 22 
percentage points below the 1985 goal in writing. 
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FIGURE C-1. PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS MASTERING TABS EXIT LEVEL. STUDENTS 
IN GRADES 9 THROUGH 12, FIRST TIME AND RETESTFD. 1980-1985, 
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FIGURE C-2. PERCENT OF STUDENTS MASTERING TABS AND RANKS FOR 1980 
THROUGH 1985. 
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SUMMARY BY ETHNICITY 



This section of the report presents AISD performance results by ethnicity 
for students in grades 3, 5, and 9 in the yearj, tne tes^ has been admin- 
istered. Results by objective for five ethnic groups are presented in 
the fu11 Tecnnical Report (ORE Publication 84.23), but because of the 
small number of Indian and Asian students, the following summary will 
only consider the results for Black, Hispanic, and White students in 
grades 3, 5, and 9. 

. In the three areas of the test, at all grade levels. White 
students performed higher than Black and Hispanic students. 

. On the average. White students outperformed Hispanic students by 
11 percentage points and Black students by 12 percentage points in 
grade 3. In grade 5, White students outperformed Hispanic 
students by 12 percentage points and Black students by 16 
percentage points. In grade 9, White students outperformed 
Hispanic students by an average of 23 percentage points and Black 
students by 29. 

. Overall, Hispanic students scored higher than Black students 
except for reading at grade 3, where Black students performed an 
average of two percentage points better. 

. For the first time in four years, the gap between the ethnic 
groups appears not to have been lessened uniformly, and in some 
instances has increased (e.g., grade 3 writing and grade 9 reading 
and writing) . 

Following is a breakdown by ethnicity of the percentage of students 
mastering the TABS at grade 9 every year the test has been given. 
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FIGURE D-1. AVERAGE PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS BY ETHNICITY IN 
GRADE 3 MASTERING THE TABS OBJECTIVES. 
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FIGURE D-2. AVERAGE PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS BY ETHNICITY IN GRADE 5 
MASTERING THE TABS OBJECTIVES. 
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FIGURE D-3. AVERAGE PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS BY ETHNICITY IN GRADE 9 
MASTERING THE TABS OBJECTIVES. 
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ATTACHMENT E 
TABS 

TABS 1985 CAMPUS COMPARiSOUS 
. Grade 3 
. Grade 5 
. Grade 9 by High School 
. Grade 9 by Junior High School 
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